
Diamond Club Meeting Minutes December 18, 2013 

 

The meeting began at 7:30 pm. 

Minutes from the previous meeting were approved. 

Doug Ruoff began with an overview of the previous month’s activities.  He thanked Kevin Sluka 

for his help with the 501c3 process.  We should be officially certified by the first week of 

January.  Sandy Yeager will be helping with filing the necessary tax returns.  At least one year 

must be filed by January 15 to not lose the 501c3 status.  Doug also thanked the executive 

board and the committee chairs for all of their hard work. 

Coach Hewitt introduced Vicki and Danielle who were visitors from Somerville High School.  

There were there to learn about what we do as a booster club.  They are interested in how we 

conduct meetings, fundraisers, and procedures for chairpersons. 

Finances – Tom Ricca  

Doug reported for Tom.   We have raised $16, 528 in total income so far this year.  Our 

expenses have totaled $6, 114.36.  Our current balance is $10,413.64.  This balance included 

money from the pie sale, Diamond Dance, RAR, and uniforms.  Doug also reported that a new 

computer was purchased for the Treasurer’s use.  

Diamond Dance – Sue Brozas and Jim Maggio 

Sue was not present but Karen reported that Sue would like club members to email her with 

requests that they would like to hear at the Diamond Dance.  Jim Maggio reported that tickets 

are available and that a donation has been secured from Macy’s and a DJ has been hired for the 

occasion. 

Rent a Raider – Renee Tackach 

Renee was not present so Karen reported that to date $5,513.00 has been raised, and she is still 

waiting for payments from 2 jobs.  Coach then reported that Renee has requested that he take 

down the Rent a Raider signs.  Since she may continue to get calls, Coach would like her to 

forward the calls to him, and he will offer those jobs to players that are interested in earning 

extra money for themselves.  Karen will send out an email asking boys that are interested in 

working to email Coach.  He will keep a list and pass out the jobs to those players. 

 



501c3 – Kevin Sluka 

Kevin reported that our 501c3 application is in review and will go to audit. He has been led to 

believe that everything we needed to do will have been satisfied. Taxes are due on January 15.  

We should receive paperwork with confirmation from the IRS the first week in January. 

Sponsors – Jennifer Watson 

Jennifer stated that she needs help soliciting donations.  We have a targeted sponsor list and 

asked anyone that may have a relationship with any of the businesses to please leverage that to 

secure a donation.  The target amount she hopes to raise continues to be $20,000.  Some 

sponsorships that have been secured to far are: Dr. Wolf $500, Somerset Orthopedics $100, 

Stanton Ridge Golf Course $500, Zoned $1,000. 

Pancake Breakfast – Tom McNulty 

Tom began by talking about the placemat fundraiser.  He reported that it often takes more than 

one visit to secure a donation.  He presents all of our sponsorship options to the businesses he 

visits and explains to them that between 600-800 people will see their advertisement the day of 

the breakfast.  He asked that if anyone is interested in soliciting a business for the placemat to 

please email him or Jennifer Watson and he will add that business to the list.  One block on the 

placemat is the size of a business card for $50 and multiple blocks can be purchased.  The 

checks from the placemats should go to Tom Ricca.  The current businesses that have been 

targeted are generated from the past 2 year’s placemats.  Yvonne Lorenz stated that she will 

give Tom M. placements from previous years.   

Coach Hewitt reported that the tickets for the players are in school with Mrs. Jackson.  Her 

office is located in the lower main office.  There will be a list with the player’s names, date of 

pickup, and a place to initial.  Coach also mentioned that he will choose 4-5 players for each 

session to be in charge of the other players.  Karen will send him a list of players by grade level 

so he can assign players to a particular session. 

  Tom also discussed food donations.  He has asked 18 businesses to help with food and services.  

So far, 10 businesses have committed to provide items such as orange juice, bagels, and 

pancake batter (Ihop).  Once he knows what he has secured through business donations, he will 

figure out what he needs to buy and what he will need parents to donate.  There will be 

another committee meeting in January.  He still needs lots of help and asks that more people 

volunteer. 



He is also finalizing the plan for advertising the Pancake Breakfast.  He is hoping to get the 

electronic banner to advertise the breakfast the week before the event.  He concluded by 

asking once again for help with Pancake Breakfast placemat sales. 

Apparel – Karen Kaminsky 

Karen reported that the holiday apparel sale went well and that 75 pieces of apparel were 

purchased.  She will run another sale in March after the teams are picked.  She also would like 

feedback from the club about items they would like to see in the next sale. 

5/6 Youth Dance – Jennifer Watson 

Jennifer Watson reported that she is still looking into a possible youth dance as a fundraiser.  

She will start with the high school main office (Mr. Jablonski) after the holidays to find out if it is 

possible to hold the dance in the high school commons.  She will then lay out the costs and 

potential revenue.  She will also need players and their parents to volunteer. 

Coach’s Corner – Coach Hewitt 

Coach Hewitt reported that the trip to the St. Peters Pediatric ward in New Brunswick was very 

successful and very moving for the coaches and players.  He said that at first the players were 

apprehensive, but when the boys saw how the nurses were so happy to see them there, you 

could see the pride.  The boys distributed tee shirts to the older patients and teddy bears to the 

younger patients.  The children were between 2 and 16 years old. Coach reported that parents 

were thrilled to see the boys, and there was a great deal of hugging and thanking.  He felt that 

the visit brightened everybody up and he was very proud of the boys that attended.  Coach was 

also contacted by another hospital in Pluckemin, and he hopes to take another group of boys to 

visit the patients there.  Coach Hewitt and the Board hope that going forward the graduating 

seniors will plan and execute a community service project to understand the importance of 

giving back to the community. 

 

 

 

 


